
Demo. Using TGN

1

Hands-on (Details) 
Obtain Data Using SPARQL

Getty 
Vocabs

LOD

ULAN

TGN
AAT

[CONA]• Thesaurus for Geographic Names (TGN) TGN



2

http://vocab.getty.edu/sparql
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http://vocab.getty.edu/queries#Top-level_Subjects

Browse the examples of 
queries

You can obtain special RDF 
graphs or datasets for 
very complicated questions, 
and
reveal unknown relationships. 
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http://vocab.getty.edu/queries
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Steps: (1) Click section 4.18 on the left. Then a template on the lower right will show up. 
(2) Click on that SPARQL sign on top corner of 4.18’s template. Once you click, the queries will 
jump to the top query box.  (3) Click “Submit”.  
Note: Since this is a complicated query, it will run a few seconds. Be patient. 

E.g., Look for castles around The Netherlands 
(within the boundary of 50.787185 3.389722 53.542265 7.169019)



E.g., Look for castles around The Netherlands
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(4) Download the datasets in a 
selected format.
The best way is to download the csv
file. 
(5) You should either keep the query in 
your CSV file or make a note of what you 
searched for and in which boundary. 

Finished.
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Optional:
(6) Click on any castle’s 
ID, & open the single 
data record for this 
concept. 
(7) Click on the Website 
to see its normal html 
view.
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Advanced uses of TGN that are released with multiple services: 
Website, APIs, and SPARQL endpoint

1. Learn through TGN Website 
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/tgn/
(Anyone can do!)

2. Following these geographic places located on the Silk Road, using the geo-
coordinators TGN provided, get them on the map (through TGN’s API). 
(Need someone who can play with API and write a little bit of Java.) 
– The APIs are available to any institution having a login, which may be obtained 

by writing to vocab@getty.edu. See details in the Web Services User's 
Instructions (PDF).

3. Find certain place types around the Silk Road
through a LOD Sparql Query platform http://vocab.getty.edu/
(Anyone can use the template to query; follow our simple demos; 
knowledge of SPARQL queries will be ideal.)
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Refer to a presentation at: 
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/zeng_silk_road_tgn.pdf
which shows the steps and results of:  

http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/tgn/
mailto:vocab@getty.edu
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/vocab_web_services.pdf
http://vocab.getty.edu/
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/zeng_silk_road_tgn.pdf

